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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain a high quality 
output image from which a background color or the like 
is eliminated by detecting accuracy a specific color 
component such as a background color or the like from a 
received image regardless of a king of an original and 
replacing the specific color component with other 
prescribed color component. 
SOLUTION: A color space conversion section 4 
converts a received image into a 2nd image signal based 
on an output of a color distribution measurement section 
1 measuring a color distribution of the received image 
expressed in a 1st color space and an output of a color 
space transformation coefficient calculation section 3 
calculating a coefficient to transform the received image 
into a 2nd image signal expressed by a 2nd color space 
corresponding to the color distribution. Furthermore, A 
specific color area detection section 6 detects a 
component belonging to a specific color area from the 
2nd image signal based on the color distribution of the 
2nd image signal measured by the color distribution measurement section 5. Thus, a specific 
color area discrimination section 7 detects accurately a specific color area such as a 
background color or the like and a color replacement section 8 replaces a component belonging 
to the specific color area with other color component such as white color. 
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